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Goldberga, Vilna: izdatelstvo ‘Kadima’, tipografia I. Pirozhnikova [1909].
Evreiskii kalendar Kadima na 5671 [R"y7n] god (1910-1911), tipografia D. i Kh.
Yalovtser 1910.
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Evreiskii kalendar Kadima na 5672 [2"vn] god (1911-1912), tipografia D. i Kh.
Yalovtser 1911.
[1912] PRX9P X 2 0197, 271 1Y KDY 1197 (1913-1912) 3"yan avTp mib
Evreiskii kalendar Kadima na 5673 [3'y7n] god (1912-1913), tipografia D. i Kh.
Yalovtser 1912.
Evreiskii ezhegodnik Kadima na 1918-1919 g. [v"vn], pod redaktsiei B. A. Goldberga,
Petrograd: izdatelstvo ‘Kadima’, tipografia Kadima 1918.
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ABSTRACTS

Yiddish Zionist Calendars in the Russian Empire, 1887-1914
Natan Cohen

This article examines a little-studied medium, namely the calendar, in its broadest
sense, which resembles the model of the almanac. The focus is on calendars in
Yiddish, the everyday language of most Eastern European Jews. The number of
these calendars grew steadily in the late 19" century and early 20" century, including
those used by their editors to disseminate the idea of Hibbat Zion (Love of Zion),
and later the Zionist idea. These calendars were published in the three main centers
of Zionist activity before World War I: Odessa, Pinsk, and Vilna. Some of the
calendars were local in character, while others were regional. The editors, who were
recognized figures in their communities, selected a variety of content to present
to their readers, which were primarily intended to instill national awareness, and
in turn a sense of connection to the idea of a return to Zion and interest in the new
Jewish settlement in the Land of Israel.

Keywords: calendars, Hibbat Zion, literature, Yiddish, Zionism
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ABSTRACTS

Asia and Africa. During those years, the State of Israel was engaged in absorbing
Jewish immigrants on an unprecedented scale and attempting to integrate ethnic
groups perceived as non-modern into an Israeli melting pot. From the establishment's
perspective, the connection of immigrants from Asia and Africa to their home
countries was often viewed negatively due to their being perceived as pre-modern
or developing and because of the definition of most of these countries as ‘enemy
states.” Against this backdrop, immigrants from these regions were widely considered
to be passive agents in the formation of state governance mechanisms and even as a
burden on the ‘absorbing establishment.” In March 1949, however, Turkey became
one of the only countries to establish full diplomatic relations with Israel. This
development not only enabled Turkish immigrants to maintain cultural, political,
and even national ties to their country of origin—unlike most MENA countries—but
also allowed them to position themselves as strategic players in promoting Israel’s
foreign affairs.

In this article, we examine the efforts of prominent leaders of the Turkish Jewish
community in Israel to leverage their unique position as part of an internal struggle
among these leaders over the community’s status and identity. We identify two
separate systems of self-representation: one — led by Shabtai Dinar, a Foreign
Ministry official and local Turkish leader affiliated with Mapai — was aligned with the
Labor Movement and the Mapai establishment narrative; and the other — represented
by the journalist Yitzhak Yaish (Yaech) — was relatively democratic and incorporated
a variety of grassroots voices, including opposition perspectives. To examine these
diverse and contrasting images, we identify, for the first time, two types of sources:
material from the ‘Major Archive,’ (the Israel State Archives), which primarily deals
with the establishment of diplomatic relations between Israel and Turkey and the
involvement of Turkish Jews in that process; and material from the ‘Minor Archive,’
namely community newspapers in Israel, which reveal elements not documented
by the establishment. Drawing on the case of Turkish Jews in Israel, we propose a
reevaluation of the intricate interplay between grassroot voices and ‘establishment’
voices in the formation of new ethnic communities in Israel.

Keywords: archives, diplomacy and foreign relations, Kemalism, Ladino, Mapai,
Mizrahi leadership, transnationalism, Turkey
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of Jerusalem, which advocated a shift from the accelerated academic development
characterizing the first two decades of the state to a policy of restraint and prudence
in the opening of new research universities. This policy would go on to shape Israel’s
higher education landscape for the next five decades.

Keywords: Bar-Ilan University, Council for Higher Education, Joshua Jortner,
University of the Galilee, Yigal Allon

‘Kids Are Alright’? Youth Violence and Protest
in the Young State of Israel

Oded Heilbronner

The article explores patterns of rebellion, delinquency, and violence among teenagers
in the young State of Israel, focusing primarily on the central region and middle-class
neighborhoods. This phenomenon was part of a broader pattern of youth rebellion
observed worldwide in the postwar period. In the first part of the article, I examine
the characteristics of youth gangs and their resistance to parental culture in the public
sphere (the neighborhood) and the private sphere (the bourgeois home) within the
context of new urban lifestyles developing in Israel. In the second part, I discuss
crime and delinquency among teenagers and the response of the parental culture,
which suffered from moral panic. To conclude, I offer some thoughts on why the
global youth rebellion of the late 1960s largely bypassed Israel, despite the seeds
of rebellion that had sprouted there prior to the Six Day War.

Keywords: middle class, rebellion, teenagers, urbanization patterns, violence,
young state of Israel

The Struggle over the Ethnic Representation
of Turkish Jews in the Young State of Israel

Tamir Karkason and Aviad Moreno
During the period of mass immigration from 1948 to 1951, over 34,000 Jews

migrated to Israel from Turkey, constituting about five percent of all immigrants
arriving in Israel during that period and about one-tenth of all immigrants from

vii
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Many researchers have addressed the Shemittah controversy, with most viewing
it as an expression of the tension between the national ideal and the religious ideal
within Hibbat Zion. Historians have primarily focused on examining the positions
of Hovevei Zion (Lovers of Zion) on the matter and the impact of the controversy
on the relationship between the secular and traditional wings of the movement. In
contrast, the positions of those in the Land of Israel who opposed the permit have
not been thoroughly studied, and historians have generally accepted the claim of
contemporaries in that period that Jerusalem’s rabbis opposed the permit because
of their hostility toward the colonies.

A detailed examination of the events reveals that only some of Jerusalem’s rabbis
opposed the permit, that public opposition was led by Jerusalem’s zealots along
with some colonies, and that the attitudes of Jerusalem’s rabbis toward the new
colonies were more complex and nuanced than was attributed to them at the time.

Keywords: Hibbat Zion, rabbis of Jerusalem, Shemittah, 5649 (1888-1889)

The Jortner Committee and the Failed Attempt to Establish
the University of the Galilee in Safed, 1971

Uri Cohen

This article addresses the attempt to establish The University of the Galilee in Safed
under the auspices of Bar-Ilan University in the early 1970s. The new university was
intended to be a focal point for accelerated development in the eastern Galilee, as
in the case of Ben-Gurion University in Be’er Sheva, which was established a few
years earlier. I will present the academic and local actors who promoted the idea of
the University of the Galilee and their objectives and how they envisioned fulfilling
the new university’s goals and reaching its target audiences, which included students
from northern Israel and young immigrants from Jewish communities worldwide.
The academic faculty was expected to originate primarily from Bar-Ilan University.

I will discuss the deliberations of Professor Joshua Jortner’s committee, which
examined the matter on behalf of the Council for Higher Education (CHE) and
decided that the establishment of the university in Safed would be undertaken by
the CHE rather than assigning the task to Bar-Ilan University. At the same time, in
1972, the Israeli government decided that no new academic institutions would be
established. This policy decision aligned with the stance of the Hebrew University
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counselors and mentors attempted to expedite the process by making it more
‘rational’, explaining to singles that love is irrational, and they need not ‘fall in
love’ with their partner before deciding to marry him/her. However, by the 2020s
they were characterizing the search for love as a spiritual journey of self-discovery.
In contrast to this transformation, gender essentialism remained a central message
conveyed to singles over the past decades. The study also found that counseling in the
2020’s has a more forgiving and accepting attitude towards deviations from halacha
in the realm of premarital sex, without abandoning the ideal of shmirat negiah
(refraining from touching). The findings indicate that processes of individualization
are transforming the discourse among many lecturers and persona within Religious
Zionism. These prominent voices reflect the influence of psycho-therapeutic and
New Age spiritual discourses, alongside ongoing efforts to offer an alternative to
the prevailing feminist discourse on gender. Contrary to prominent claims in the
literature that individualization processes in the religious sphere necessarily lead
to the adoption of pluralistic views and a loss of belief in divine revelation and
absolute truths, the research’s findings point to the existence of religious arenas
where individualization occurs even among conservative religious groups.

Keywords: conservatism, gender, individualization, lived religion, New Age,
religion and sexuality, religiosity, religious Zionism

The Rabbis of Jerusalem and the Zealots among them
in the Shemittah Controversy of 1888-1889

Shira Freed

In the lead-up to the Shemittah year of 1888-1889 (5649 in the Hebrew calendar),
an intense debate unfolded over the observance of Shemittah in the new agricultural
colonies in the Land of Israel. To avoid halting agricultural work in the colonies,
whose economic situation was precarious at the time, Russian rabbis developed a
halachic allowance to work the land during Shemittah, based on the sale of land to
a non-Jew, known as the Heter Mechira (sale permit). This permit was adopted by
the Hibbat Zion (Love of Zion) movement and Baron Rothschild, who instructed
the settlers to operate accordingly. However, the rabbis of Jerusalem opposed the
permit, and some colonies decided to obey them and observe the Shemittah by
refraining from work.
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Post-Trauma and the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict through
the Lens of the Films Atash and Year Zero

Shai Dror Tagner Haim

Can films bridge between worldviews? Can they ease an unbearable reality? Do they
operate within it and influence it, or do they merely provide a perspective from the
outside, from which something can be learned or to which one can briefly escape?
Can the side-by-side analysis of an Israeli film and a Palestinian film elucidate a
catastrophic reality that, with all of its potential explanations and interpretations, we
have almost given up trying to understand? Can it be of any help in reaching a solution?

This article is an attempt to grapple with these questions and offers a possible
answer by analyzing the films Atash by Tawfik Abu Wael and Year Zero by Yosef
Pitchhadze. Both films were created here, in Israel-Palestine, during the days of the
Second Intifada and were released in 2004. They are complex and layered films that
do not lend themselves easily to analysis, and it is difficult at first glance to identify
the connections between them. This ambiguity, this mystery, draw the analytical
gaze that seeks to explore what lies beneath the visible surface. Uncertainty and
restless curiosity are my starting points in this article.

Keywords: Atash, cinema, conflict, Israel, Palestine, Year Zero, psychoanalysis,
trauma

Transformations in Religious Zionist ‘Lived Religion’
through the Lens of Guidance for Singles

Ari Engelberg

In this article, I compare the findings of two ethnographic studies on prolonged
singlehood in the Religious Zionist community. The first was conducted in the
2000s, and the second more recently. In the present article, I examine the changes
in guidance and advice for singles offered by Religious Zionist organizations
and authority figures. My goal is to explore the developments in this area, which
encapsulate various Religious Zionist attitudes and ideologies, and reflect changes
in both the worldview and in the ‘lived religion’ of Religious Zionism. The most
significant transformation is to do with the search for a partner. During the 2000s,

v



ABSTRACTS

The Struggle between the IDF and the Foreign Ministry
for Control over the Armistice Commissions, 1948-1956

Yoram Fried

The armistice agreements signed between Israel and the Arab states at the end
of the War of Independence required the establishment of joint commissions to
oversee their implementation. Upon their formation, the Foreign Ministry supported
placing these commissions under the responsibility and management of the IDF,
based on the understanding that the primary issues they would handle would be
military in nature. However, the Foreign Ministry soon realized the political nature
of the commissions’ activity and the political consequences of their actions and
positions. From the Foreign Ministry's perspective, the problem was that military
personnel managed the discussions on political issues within the commissions and
firmly refused to allow the Foreign Ministry to be involved in their activities or
in relations with the UN entities. This was a prolonged, intense, and bitter power
struggle between the Foreign Ministry and the IDF over control of the commissions.

In the early years, the Foreign Ministry did not demand control over the
commissions but merely sought improved coordination and consideration of its
position on various issues. This was met with firm refusal from the IDF, which
was supported by Ben-Gurion. Only after Ben-Gurion stepped down as Prime
Minister and Moshe Sharett had replaced him did the Foreign Ministry begin to
exert pressure, eventually succeeding in early 1955 when Sharett transferred control
over the commissions to the Foreign Ministry. Ben-Gurion’s return, first as Minister
of Defense and later as Prime Minister, reignited the struggle, as Ben-Gurion
contested Sharett’s decision and demanded that responsibility for the commissions
be returned to the IDF.

Keywords: armistice commission, David Ben-Gurion, Foreign Ministry, IDF,
Moshe Sharett
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demonstrate Ben-Gurion’s central role in leading the nationalization process, thus
harnessing Mapai and the Histadrut to the process of state building.

Keywords: David Ben-Gurion, General Federation of Labor, labor bureaus, Mapai,
nationalization, statehood

The Struggle of Women Workers in the Paving and
Construction Industries, 1920-1940: Belonging,
Differentiation, and Power-Building

Liat Taub

In the 1920s and 1930s, women in the urban Yishuv fought for their inclusion in the
paving and construction industries. This was one of the most prominent struggles
of women, which pitted them against market forces, conservative attitudes, and the
efforts to preserve male dominance that had pushed women to the margins. Their
goal was to integrate within the centers of economic activity and social mobility.
The successes and failures of this struggle, presented here for the first time, are
a significant part of the history of the gender struggle narrative, the paving and
construction industries in Israel, and urban labor during the Mandate period.

An examination of the five main strategies in the struggle reveals two primary
axes. The first operated according to the logic dictated by capitalist market principles,
including several classic strategies used by minorities in the labor market. These were
based on leveraging the advantages of social and economic inferiority, and efforts
focused primarily on integration into the workforce and its governing institutions.
The second operated according to the political logic of power-building and was
based on an analysis of power structures within the Zionist labor movement, and
the replication of separatist methods of operation.

The women's labor movement as a whole and each individual female worker on
her own navigated their way through the limited space between belonging to the
general labor force and gender-based differentiation. In this article, [ will show that
the processes of integration into the labor movement actually solidified women's
marginal status in the labor market, while differentiation processes strengthened
their political standing and improved their conditions within it.

Keywords: construction industry, gender, gender separatism, gender struggle,
Mandatory Palestine, road paving, urban history
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The Nationalization of the Labor Bureaus from the
Perspective of State Building

Nikolay (Noy) Tabah

David Ben-Gurion, the Prime Minister of the young State of Israel, viewed the
regularization of employment as an important social service and a cornerstone in the
shaping of Israeli statehood. Labor bureaus were originally established as separate
party offices, which were eventually unified into general offices at the end of the
1930s under the ‘General Labor Bureaus Law,” which formalized the agreements
reached among the various parties.

The labor bureaus were therefore parity-based partisan bodies in which the
General Federation of Labor of Hebrew Workers in Israel held a dominant position.
Upon the establishment of the state, Mapai, after some deliberation, decided to keep
them in their existing format. This created structural problems of governmental
underfunding and political meddling in the bureaus’ administration and councils,
some of which included representatives from parties opposed to Mapai. The bureaus
demonstrated considerable independence within the Histadrut and posed a challenge
to its leadership on issues such as wages. In July 1956, in a policy speech given at
the Eighth Histadrut Convention, Ben-Gurion declared that the state's national duty
was to ensure fair job distribution by establishing a government labor bureau, in
cooperation with workers and employers. His statement, which was aligned with
the thinking of senior Histadrut members from Mapai and was likely coordinated
with them, was adopted by the Histadrut Council in December 1956.

Following the council’s approval of Ben-Gurion’s declaration, the Histadrut,
led by Pinchas Lavon, urged Mapai members in the government and the Knesset
to expedite the necessary legislation for the establishment of a government labor
bureau. They repeatedly lobbied Ben-Gurion and the responsible ministers until the
legislative process was completed at the beginning of 1959. In this article, I will
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