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ABSTRACTS

1930s. Third, I analyze on two levels the impact of political events in the Jewish
Yishuv from the mid-1930s until late in the Mandate period on social welfare
activities: on the municipal level, with emphasis on the impact of Jerusalem’s
unique factors and characteristics, including the Sephardic Community Council’s
political influence on community-social welfare activities; and at the national level
of the Jewish Yishuv, which included the influence of the Fifth Aliyah and the
Yishuv fundraising organizations on the activities of the Social Welfare Bureau in
the 1940s. Based on the analysis of each of the aforementioned players, I propose
that the nature and scope of social welfare activities in Jerusalem were the result
of three combined influences: the Jewish Yishuv — initiatives originating from the
National Institutions; the community influence — activities based on the Community
Council’s status and a community-oriented outlook; and the local influence — norms
and attitudes that were prevalent in Jerusalem before the British conquest. Therefore,
I show in this article that the Jewish Yishuv framework is one of the components
that shaped social welfare activity in Jerusalem.

Keywords: Emergency Tax, Fifth Aliyah, Henrietta Szold, Sephardic Community
Council, Jewish Yishuv fundraising
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physical and emotional support. The article describes the institutions for abandoned
children established by Tel Aviv Municipality and the Jewish National Council and
the therapeutic and educational approaches they adopted and examines their role in
the process of shaping the social and national identity of the children.

The institutions differed from each other in their day-to-day functioning, but
they all shared the aspiration to shape the children’s social and national identity,
with the goal of facilitating their integration into society. In the social domain, the
institutions aspired to avoid labeling the children as abandoned or delinquent and
attempted to guide them towards normative lives; however, the mere presence of
the children in a specialized institution already labeled them and influenced their
self-perception. In all the institutions, vocational training was a prime channel in
identity formation. In urban institutions, the industrial element was emphasized,
while in rural institutions, it was the agricultural element, which was the flagship
of national endeavor. The national emphasis on the shaping of children’s identity
was for some of them a springboard to social integration; however, others felt even
more abandoned in institutions founded on value systems far removed from their
personal worlds.

The insights that emerge from the article highlight the necessity of integrating
a value-driven goal within the identity-shaping process. Such a goal—whether
national, social, or personal and whether particularistic or universal—provides
a child with a horizon to strive towards and internal motivation for growth and
development, even from within a crisis.

Keywords: abandoned children, closed institutions, family in the Jewish Yishuv,
identity shaping, the Jewish National Council, a national society, Tel Aviv, welfare

Social Welfare Activity in the Jewish Community
in Jerusalem during the Mandate Period

Tal Chenya

In this article, I analyze the factors that shaped social welfare activity in the Jewish
community in Jerusalem during the British Mandate in Palestine. First, [ review the
attitude towards social welfare activity in the City Council—the body that preceded
the Community Council—during the 1920s. Second, I examine the activities and
efforts of the Social Welfare Bureau by way of the Community Council in the early
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The Experience of Female Prisoners of the Underground
Movements in Bethlehem Prison, 1939-1947:
Gender Aspects

Naama Teitlbaum-Karrie and Yael Nahari

Bethlehem prison was the only women’s prison in Palestine during the British
Mandate. It housed over two hundred Jewish women, mainly from the Irgun
and Lehi underground movements. This article describes, for the first time, the
experience of the women in Bethlehem prison and analyzes it using gender tools.
Their experiences were documented and preserved in ego-documents that include
personal letters, diaries, and subsequently written memoirs. The analysis of gender
content in the writings of the women in Bethlehem prison focuses the discussion on
a number of components: their relations with Jewish prisoners accused of criminal
offenses and with Arab prisoners; feminine outward markers and concern about
external appearance and the women’s physical and medical needs; family and
motherhood behind bars; and also, spiritual elements, including ritual practice in
female environments. We also discuss elements that do not appear in their writings,
including feminist themes or at least those interpreted as feminist in a modern
reading. All of this sheds light on the unique perspective of the woman fighter in the
Revisionist movement and adds another layer to the history of women and gender
in the Jewish Yishuv and the study of the underground movements.

Keywords: Bethlehem prison, gender, political prisoners, women’s studies,
underground movements

Institutions for Abandoned Children in the Jewish Yishuv and the
Shaping of their Social and National Identity, 1934-1948

Lilach Rosenberg-Friedman and Tehila Hertz

Personal, social, and national problems have been attributed to the phenomenon
of ‘abandonment’ in the Jewish Yishuv, which involved thousands of children
wandering the streets without supervision. Some of these children were absorbed
into closed institutions, both national and municipal, which viewed themselves as
substitutes for the family and were meant to provide the children with a framework of

vii
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the family's requirements and its character, thus expressing the values of the Israeli
bourgeoisie and its desire to integrate within consumer culture. The modern Israeli
home became an emotional fortress, a protected refuge for middle-class Israelis
against strangers and dangers.

Keywords: bourgeoisie, Europe, home, housing, Israel, post-war society

The Preference for Locals in Land Allocations for Housing
in Various Settlement Types in Israel

Avital Margalit and Shai Stern

The question of who has the right to reside in a particular locality has been at the
center of public and legal discourse in Israel for many years. This is the result
of official and unofficial mechanisms intended to exclude certain individuals or
groups. This article deals with a related though different issue, which focuses on
the preference given to locals during the allocation of state land. Addressing this
question requires a discussion of issues such as individual freedom, the meaning of
home, the importance of family, the significance of residency in a particular place,
the nature of various types of settlements in Israel, justice in land distribution and
the necessity of correcting of historical wrongs versus the perpetuation of existing
social stratification, as well as the preservation of existing communities versus
concerns about pushing them out of a neighborhood or settlement. After presenting
a framework for thinking about the issue of preference of locals, the article conducts
a critical examination of the existing legal framework in Israel in both rural areas,
where the right of residency is managed by cooperative associations, and urban
areas, which include, for this purpose, the settlements of minorities. The conclusion
drawn from this analysis is that the same flaws in legal decision making with
respect to acceptance by a settlement also exist in the regulation of the preference
for locals. The social and economic outcomes that affect the lives of individuals
and the distribution of land in Israel perpetuate established ways of thinking about
forms of residency and about disparities and social differentiation in Israel.

Keywords: cooperative associations, Israel Land Council, locals, the right to
residency, urban space
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University of Haifa became an independent university rather than merging with
the Technion. These questions are discussed while examining the different interests
of the three institutions involved—the Hebrew University, the Haifa Municipality
and the Technion—and the power relations between them, against the backdrop
of the political processes in the local and national arenas. The article surveys the
relationships between the institutions, their collaborations, and the difficulty in
merging them. The Technion was a national-state institution, which is closely
aligned with state institutions and enjoys a reputation as a national institution, while
the University of Haifa developed as a local-municipal institution, established by
the municipality to serve the residents of Haifa and the North and to promote the
city’s status in the country. With the emergence of these two different models of
academic institutions—national-state and local-municipal—the broader dilemma
in the development of higher education in Israel comes into focus: centralization
versus decentralization and the budget distribution between the small number of
existing institutions versus the establishment of new institutions with particular
characteristics.

Keywords: Haifa Municipality, Hebrew University, higher education, local politics,
Technion, University of Haifa

The Bourgeois Home in Young Israel from a Global Perspective
Oded Heilbronner

Israeli critical research tends to view the Israeli home in the 1950s and 1960s as
an institutional tool for shaping society. However, the central focus of individuals
on the modern home, its design, and its furnishing during the second decade of the
state’s existence is evidence of its dominant position and its cultural, emotional,
and ethical importance among the emerging Isracli bourgeoisie. As in Western
European countries following World War II, the modern Israeli home expressed a
desire to disconnect from a violent, crisis-filled and painful past and to build a new,
modernist and, most importantly, stable future. Alongside government authorities
and planning bodies, citizens, tenants, and families took advantage of design books
and the guidance and advice provided by interior designers, architects, and self-
proclaimed household management experts in order to participate in the design of
the home. The building, the house and the apartment were also designed according to
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nationalism, national longings were often expressed as class aspirations. These two
types of discourse were intertwined and mutually nurturing, often making it difficult
to distinguish between them. The underpinnings of the class-nationalist discourse
of the period were bourgeois-liberal and even bourgeois-conservative aspirations,
and therefore these elements are presented in the article as key to understanding
the formation of the modern Jewish national idea.

Although the influence of social-class discourse on the shaping of early Jewish
nationalism has been discussed in the literature, it has usually been presented as
background, rather than as a key component in the emergence of the national
idea. Unlike other studies that have focused on the question of class within Jewish
nationalism by investigating the role of socialist ideology and party perspectives or
which have explored the subject in a specific context, this article investigates the
link between Jewish nationalism and class ideas on a broader scale—as a definitive
element in proto-Zionist and early Zionist thought. Finally, the article highlights
the transition from the language of class, which characterized the first decades of
modern Jewish nationalism, to the language of vitalist nationalism, which became
dominant during the classical period of Zionism.

Keywords: bourgeoisie, class, conservatism, history of ideas, Jewish nationalism,
nationalism, radicalism, status, Zionism

The Birth Pains of the University of Haifa
Nadav Heidecker

The University of Haifa was founded in 1972 and was the first university in Israel
to be established in a city that already had an academic institution, namely the
Technion. The article discusses the principal questions and practical issues on the
university’s journey from an affiliate of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem to an
independent institution and analyzes the political struggles against both its parent
institution and the Technion. The research period spans a decade: from the summer
of 1962 with the initial contacts between the Haifa Municipality and the Hebrew
University of Jerusalem until the summer of 1972 when it became an independent
university. The article clarifies the motives for the Haifa Municipality's decision
to establish a separate academic institution in the city, examines the responses
of the Technion and the Hebrew University, and addresses how and why the
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The Energy Sector of the Jewish Yishuv in Palestine
during the Late British Mandate

Efraim (Effie) Milutin

This article discusses the energy sector of the Jewish Yishuv in Palestine during the
late British Mandate period, from late 1947 to the Declaration of Independence in
mid-May 1948. The article examines how the Jewish Yishuv's leaders and those
in charge of its energy supply prepared for the British withdrawal from Palestine
and the measures taken to ensure the Jewish Yishuv’s energy needs during this
period. Until then, the Mandate authorities had seen to the Yishuv s energy needs,
a responsibility that would now be transferred to the institutions of the Jewish state
upon its establishment. Were their actions solely focused on the preparations for
war or also on preparations for the creation of the state? Archival and other primary
sources were used by the author. In addition to analyzing technical information,
the article seeks to highlight the individuals who were involved in preserving
and securing the energy supply of the Jewish Yishuv. These were resourceful and
visionary individuals who used creativity, initiative, and boldness to enable the
Yishuv to solve its problems and to navigate between various political and economic
interests and the needs of the economy and the military. They successfully steered
the rickety ship of the energy sector during the intercommunal war in Palestine
and prepared the infrastructure for the energy sector of a sovereign state after the
Declaration of Independence.

Keywords: British Mandate, electricity, Emergency Committee, energy, fuel,
intercommunal war, Jerusalem under siege, Jewish Yishuv, oil, refineries

The Centrality of Class Imagination in Early Jewish Nationalism
Rhona Burns

This article examines the centrality of ideas of class and status in the formative years
of Jewish nationalism. Based on a close reading of a variety of sources, the article
illuminates the dominance of these ideas and provides a new conceptual framework
for understanding the roots of the Jewish national idea in general and of proto-Zionist
and early Zionist ideas in particular. In the first decades of the era of modern Jewish
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dominant. Although there is an extensive literature on the long-term impact of the
plan, historical research on the plan itself—its formation, implementation, and
immediate consequences—is limited. Moreover, the existing research focuses
on the domestic factors that allegedly caused the crisis. In this article, I reopen
the ‘black box’ of the Stabilization Plan to identify the international factors that
contributed to the economic crisis, with the goal of tracing the evolution of the Plan
and its implementation based on archival research and reevaluating its successes
and failures.

The article makes three key arguments:

First, I argue that the economic crisis of the 1980s was fundamentally a debt crisis,
which was caused by international factors, in contrast to existing research which
underlines the role of inflation, which was allegedly caused by the government's
careless fiscal policy.

Second, I argue that the Stabilization Plan proposed by Michael Bruno and
approved by the government was based on neo-mercantilist principles that were
designed to address Israel's trade balance deficit and external debt. The policy was
grounded on the logic of internal devaluation, according to which the lowering of
real wages will encourage Israeli exports and improve the competitiveness of the
Israeli economy. This claim challenges the existing literature which emphasizes
the neoliberal components of the Plan and the reduction of state involvement in
the economy.

Thirdly, I argue that the Plan proposed by Bruno and approved by the government
in fact failed to achieve two of its declared objectives: lower inflation and an
improvement in the balance of payments. It failed due to the very effective protests
by workers and the Histadrut (the national labor union) against the government’s
intention to freeze wages. I further argue that the policy instrument that eventually
stabilized prices was an interest rate hike initiated by the Bank of Israel, with the
support of the Minister of Finance. I argue that the involvement of the Bank of Israel
was not part of Bruno’s original plan. Although the Bank’s policy led to a reduction
of inflation, it did not achieve the Plan’s other objective, that is, to improve Israel’s
balance of payments.

Based on this interpretation, it appears that the Stabilization Plan was not an
ideological transformation from a collectivist ideology to a liberal one, but rather
a modification of Israel’s collectivist spirit to better suit the globalized era.

Keywords: Bank of Israel, debt crisis, emergency policy for economic stabilization,
euro-dollar market, internal devaluation, Israel-US relations, Michael Bruno
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Bombs in Baghdad, 1950-1951: Israeli Discourse and History
Esther Meir-Glitzenstein

The massive migration of Jews from Islamic countries, and in particular the fact
that most of them came to Israel, led to the formation of various narratives that
served the interests of the different groups involved. Particularly notable is the
clash of narratives in the case of Iraqi Jews who were brought to Israel over a
short period of time. In contrast to the Israeli-Zionist narrative, which explained
the immigration as the result of both a national-religious yearning and persecution,
Iraqi Jews presented a counter-narrative in which the State of Israel, through acts of
terror, panic, and propaganda, pushed or even forced them to leave Iraq. The debate
over these narratives also involves the story of two Iraqi Jews, Yosef Basri, and
Shalom Salah, who were executed in Iraq for allegedly planting bombs during that
period. The article examines these narratives through their story, while attempting
to compare the narratives to the findings of historical research and thus shed light
on the place of historical events in current political and ideological struggles.

Keywords: Iraqi Jews, Israeli intelligence, Israeli terror, Mas‘uda Shemtov
Synagogue, Mordechai Ben Porat, Operation Ezra and Nehemiah, Shalom Salah,
Yosef Basri, Zionism in Iraq

The 1985 Emergency Stabilization Plan: A Reexamination
Arie Krampf
The Emergency Stabilization Plan is recognized as a turning point in the economic

history of Israel. It transformed Israel from an economy characterized by extensive
state intervention to a market economy, in which the private sector is much more
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