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of Israel — shall be realized or realize itself and its goals without positive sentiments
toward its people’s historic religion, as well as good relations between those who
follow the nation’s historic religion and those who do not.

Keywords: A. D. Gordon, Religion and Nationalism, the Religion of Israel, Religion
Sentiment, Yael Gordon
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On A. D. Gordon’s ‘Ha’ Arachat Atzmenu’:
An Unpublished Essay Section about the Importance
of Positive Religious Sentiments toward Judaism
to the Realization of Zionism

Einat Ramon

How is emotional estrangement from the religion of Israel a deterrence to the
realization of the goals of Jewish nationalism? Yael Gordon's private archive contains
her father, Aharon David Gordon’s, manuscript. The manuscript was written in
response to an article by Yosef Haim Brenner staunchly criticizing Judaism, and was
apparently meant to be included in the article ‘Ha’ Arachat Atzmenu’ (Evaluating
Ourselves), but was censored and is now being published here for the very first time.

The article ‘Ha’ Arachat Atzmenu’ was not published during Gordon’s lifetime
but rather later — in Kitvei A. D. Gordon (A. D. Gordon’s Writings), edited by Yosef
Aharonovich, editor of Ha-Po ‘el Ha-tsa ‘ir (the Young Worker) political party’s
publisher. Now that parts of the manuscript were found at Yael Gordon’s archive,
it turns out that Aharonovich removed sections and phrases from Gordon’s writings
that were ‘too Jewish’ or overly critical of Christianity and other spiritual beliefs
common in the West.

It is already well known that A. D. Gordon loved the religion of Israel and
observed the Sabbath and holidays as per the Halachah, although from a certain
point onward, he stopped praying and lived among secular Jews. Moreover, it is well
known that he believed that hostility toward the religion of Israel among the Zionist
Movement is a danger to the manifestation and realization of its goals. However,
now, from within the censored section, yet another deeper level of Gordon's attitude
toward religion is revealed, as well as how this attitude was incorporated into his
worldview and philosophy. The sequence of sections from ‘Ha’Arachat Atzmenu’
presents — in accordance with the Hebrew Bible, Midrash, and Kabbalah, and unlike
non-Jewish theological stance — the perception that there can never be one overall
religion for the whole of humanity (this claim does not contradict the longing for the
End of Days, when all peoples shall thank God, and He will pass judgement upon
them). To Gordon’s understanding, all historic religions were and will be national
in essence. The essence of the individual who belongs to a nation is woven into the
essence of the nation to which they belong. Therefore, no national movement, and
certainly not Zionism — due to which the people of Israel have returned to the Land
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model of neighborhood schools. The term ‘Neighborhood School’ defines an
institution that caters to a population within a given geographical area, while the
term ‘Education Community’ expresses an ideological-value perception of supra-
regional belonging that extends beyond the boundaries of space and local obligations.

In this article I reveal a current paradox at the heart of registration and acceptance
processes into these communities at the primary school level, and especially during
the critical transition stage into the first grade. The existence of unique education
communities is justified in the name of liberalism, pluralism, and containment;
however, they activate discourse mechanisms that greenlight social isolation and
aid in masking this exclusion. This phenomenon is mostly important for lively
public debates on inequality in education and the creation of class-based privileges
in public spaces in Israel.

Based on the Politics of Recognition theory alongside sociological theories of
social reproduction and implicit structural exclusion, data was gathered from 20
in-depth interviews with gatekeepers of the registration processes into education
communities. The findings were produced using critical discourse analysis, and
reveal three central themes: 1) A rhetoric conversion of the term ‘community’
(the transition from physical perception to ideological perception); 2) A rhetoric
of suitability that justifies segregation and separation; 3) Fear as a clear rhetorical
method of self-censorship.

In this study, I identify a continuum between Recognizing Communities and
Differentiating Communities, and breakdown analytically the rhetorical masking
mechanism that operates on three dimensions simultaneously: hidden from the
regulator as an approved discourse of expectation management; concealed from
applicants, seeing as the process is designed in a way that pushes them toward
self-censorship; and hidden sometimes even from the gatekeepers themselves,
who view the process as a pedagogical defense of the community. In my analysis,
I show the liberal discourse of choice and autonomy is actively being used as a
tool for the preservation of social inequality and the reinforcement of class-based
privileges in public institutions.

Keywords: Choosing Education, Critical Discourse Analysis, Education
Communities, Gentrification in Education, the Politics of Recognition, Segregated
Community
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Female Voices Undermining Male Voices in Protests, 2023
Michal Hisherik and Rakefet Erlich-Ron

In this article we examined the phenomenon of women in leadership positions in
the civil protest over the 2023 judicial reform protests. We focused on how women
interpret social change, advance it, and act as its agents while facing tensions and
gender-related obstructions in civil spaces. Using a qualitative study based on
interviews with female founders and leaders of protest organizations, we chose the
factors that influenced the establishment of female leaders within the protest. In our
analysis, we relied on theoretic approaches that combine the Politics of Presence with
Ambivalent Sexism Theory alongside terms of agency. We uncovered three central
themes: the first — Politics of Presence and Representation — showed how female
leaders used personality and gender characteristics to demand a place and authority
while suggesting an alternative and varied leadership model that relied on their
intersectional identity. The second theme — the inter-liberal struggle — exemplified
their twofold fight against the government and the patriarchal patterns within the
liberal camp itself. The third theme — hostile and benevolent sexism — depicted how
they dealt with attempts at delegitimization whilst using their identity as a strategic
resource. The main conclusion is that the assertive presence of these women was used
as an agent of change that undermined patriarchal discourse both in the public and
interior liberal arenas, thus promoting gender equality and a broader social political
transformation. The study’s main contribution is in its presentation of female leaders
as active agents whose varied voices do not reflect a unified essence as women but
rather deconstruct existing power structures and broaden the boundaries of protest.

Keywords: Agency, Ambivalent Sexism, Female Leadership, Politics of Presence,
Protest

Communal Rhetoric: A Tool for Differentiation in Admission
Processes into Education Communities in Israel

Lilach Atias Darmon

In the last few decades, the public education system has witnessed the establishment
of new education communities, which offer a conceptual alternative to the traditional
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Politics and Resistance Among Communist Women
in Mandatory Palestine

Hagit Cohen

In this article, I examined the experiences of communist women in mandatory
Palestine, women who were the flesh and blood of the Palestinian Communist Party
(PCP), and how they dealt with the oppression mechanisms of British rule in the Land
of Israel: from surveillance and arrest, through legal proceedings, to their everyday
lives in internment facilities. Through this focus I suggest two complementary
processes: the first — the placement of women in the history of the Palestinian
Communist Party at the center of historic debate; and the other — a reexamination
of the role of the lawyers who represented female communist prisoners, in order to
better understand the relationship between law, ideology, and gender.

Historic research has explored extensively the activity of these lawyers within
Zionist contexts, however, their involvement in the communist arena remains
marginalized. Therefore, I seek to broaden the boundaries of historiographic debate
about the PCP, thus filling this great void in the research while offering a renewed
reading of the communist arena as a place wherein gender identities were shaped
in their interaction with legal and colonial mechanisms of power.

I rely on a Marxist Feminist approach, theories of female resistance, and research
methods that deal with interment spaces. These approaches enable the analysis of
mechanisms of exclusion, agency, and resistance, and position internment and legal
struggle as parts of shaping political subjectivity. My study is based on archival
resources, autobiographic literature, and journalism of that period.

Keywords: Communist Women, Female Agency, Female Resistance, Gender
and Law, Lawyers, Mandatory Palestine, Marxist Feminism, the PCP, Political
Internment, Social History
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Giv’at Amal in Tel Aviv, 1951-2021
Arnon Golan, Edna Langenthal, and Liora Bigon

Giv’at Amal was founded during the 1948 war, when the houses in the Bedouin
village of Al-Jammasin al-Gharbi, which borders Tel Aviv from the north-east,
were inhabited by Jewish refugees from southern Tel Aviv. Tel Aviv City Hall,
with the support of the government and the Histadrut, sought to evacuate village
residents, tear down its buildings, and allocate its land toward the construction of
neighborhoods for those nearest and dearest to it. Since then and until recently there
was a fight between the residents, who clung to their homes, and the members of
the establishment and private entrepreneurs that sought to evacuate them.

The erasure of Jammasin, which became Jewish neighborhood Giv’at Amal,
was mainly discussed from a critical viewpoint and presented as the victory of a
heartless institution and greedy entrepreneurs over Mizrahi Jews of limited means,
who had what little they did have taken from them by law. Thus far, scholars have
focused on the Mizrahi ethnic identity of these residents as the central reason for
the discrimination against them and their reduction to the status of a disadvantaged
population within urban periphery. In this article, we take a geographic-historic
approach that examines the transformation that took place within Giv’at Amal using
historic resources: contemporary archives and newspapers, from the very first time
Jews took residence in the area in 1948 to the completion of the evacuation of its
homes in 2021, in order to obtain as thorough and comprehensive an understanding
as possible of the Giv’at Amal Incident without relying on theories that redirect the
study and its conclusions.

Keywords: Evacuation, Giv’at Amal, Jammasin, Mizrahi Jews, Slums, Tel Aviv
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The Question of the Hasty Mass-Exodus of Jews
from Yemen between 1949-1950

Adi Japhet Fuchs

What was the catalyst behind the rushed exodus of tens of thousands of Jews from
Yemen during the second and third phase of Operation Magic Carpet? What led to
the exit that was unique in scope and speed compared to former waves of migration
from Yemen, and which took place in contrast to the predictions of both the British
and the organizers of the Aliyah, who expected the Jews to leave gradually over a
period of several years?

So far, this phenomenon was not emphasized within the research, and was
explained away as the result of a combination of circumstances in real time,
religious-messianic motives, and the practical advantages embedded within the
foundation of the State of Israel. In this article, I will show that these explanations
still leave a gap in our understanding of the broader picture of this mass immigration
of Jews from Yemen, and that a satisfactory explanation for the question has yet
to be provided.

I will turn a spotlight on the harsh events that took place in Yemen during the
year and a half before this wave of immigration, and examine their influence on
the feelings of Jews, their living conditions, and their sense of security. A new
reading of existing testimonies, including letters written by Yemenite Jews during
the fact, as well as later testimonies, tells the story of these immigrants and of their
departure and suggests that alongside the familiar push and pull factors, migration
from Yemen also had clear elements of escape.

I suggest that the series of difficult events that preceded migration and the
weakening of the Imam's protection spread continuing feelings of anxiety, and
uncertainty among the Jews of Yemen, shaking the very foundations of their sense
of security and pushing them toward extensive and urgent migration from Yemen
to Israel — the only state that offered them sanctuary and hope for the future.

Keywords: Exodus of Jews from Yeman, the Great Aliyah, Yemenite Jews
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Israel, the UN, and the Question of the Authority of the
UNTSO in the Demilitarized Zones Along the
Border with Syria, 1949-1967

Yoram Fried

The armistice agreement signed between Israel and Syria following the war of
independence gave the chairman of the Mixed Armistice Commission and the
Chief of Staff of the United Nations Truce Supervision Organization (UNTSO)
authorities to put civil lives throughout the demilitarized zones back on course.
This clause was vaguely phrased and did not explain the nature of UN officers’
authority. Over the years, many disputes erupted between the Israeli government
and the UNTSO over the question of the interpretation of these authorities in civil
issues in the Demilitarized Zone — draining the Hula Lake, evacuating Arab citizens,
digging drainage channels, working agricultural lands, etc. Without any official
interpretation, the chairmen and the Chiefs of Staff of the UNTSO interpreted these
authorities according to their own understanding and judgment, interpretations that
would often result in confrontations with the Israeli government and even reached
discussions in the UN Security Council. However, according to the armistice
agreement, Israel and Syria could call in the Armistice Commission in order to
reach an agreed-upon interpretation, but the two never sought this option.

The following study is founded on archival resources and examines the Israeli
government's fight against the broad interpretation of the UNTSO to their own
authorities over the Demilitarized Zone. I will show that the Israeli government did
not hesitate to take an aggressive stand against the UNTSO in order to weaken its
power and authorities over the demilitarized zones and establish its own sovereignty
over them, while UNTSO leaders tried to preserve and even increase their control,
and would often and without hesitation pass the issue on to be discussed and resolved
by the UN Security Council.

Keywords: Armistice, Armistice Agreement, Demilitarized Zones, Foreign Policy,
the Observer Mechanism, Syria, UN
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The Bluma Effect: Toward a Poetics of Disruption
in Agnon’s A Simple Story

Michal Peles-Almagor

In this article I propose a reexamination of S. Y. Agnon’s novel, 4 Simple Story, by
shifting the focus of research from the character of Hirshl to that of Bluma Nacht.
Through Bluma'’s story arc, I redefine the term “disruption,’ (shibush) not only as a
metaphor for the Jewish shtetl or the complexity of intergenerational dynamics, but
as an organizing poetic principle and a modernist literary technique. Through the
foundational dialogue between Bluma and her father, I reveal an alternative paradigm
of reading, grounded in critical distance and the deferral of comfort, one that
undermines the emotional, passive reading model guided by mimetic identification.
In this disruptive mode of reading, Bluma emerges as a liminal figure: she is kin,
and yet a servant; the figure who comes into the home from outside and disrupts
the gendered-Bourgeois order of the Jewish shtetl, while herself embodying part
of the family’s complex history and the broken match of the parents’ generation.

In my reading, I address the role of Agnon’s narrator in deploying these
performative literary techniques including breaking the fourth wall and
fragmentation, producing sentiments of estrangement which operate as a literary
counterpart to Bertolt Brecht’s Verfremdungseffekt. As such, the novel forces the
reader to wonder at the disrupted social circumstances.

I argue that Bluma’s departure does not function as a correction (tikkun) but
rather operates as what I call a ‘disruption of the disruption’ (shibush ha-shibush):
in contrast to the historical-social-gendered disruption, she emerges as a figure of
critical perspective and agency. Through this lens, the novel's ending proposes a
lack of catharsis, leaving the reader with discomfort that provokes critical thought
on the possibility of escaping one’s plight within a complex historical-social reality.

Keywords: 4 Simple Story, Disruption, Hebrew Modernism, Performance, S. Y.
Agnon
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Crow as a Rooster
Between Rabbi Nachman of Breslov’s Parable,
‘The Rooster Prince,” and Agnon’s A Simple Story

Tzachi Cohen

In this article I examine the connection between Rabbi Nachman of Breslov’s
parable, ‘The Rooster Prince,” and Shmuel Yosef Agnon’s 4 Simple Story. 1 claim
that the Hassidic story is a link between the traditional Hebrew story and modern
Hebrew literature. Although this Hassidic tale was not published until 1935, it was
apparently transmitted orally among Breslov Hasidim, and it is likely that Agnon,
who maintained close connections with this community, was familiar with this
folktale.

I recognize structural parallels and central themes: the son of a respectable
family who goes mad, conventional physicians whose treatments fail, and one
extraordinary carer who succeeds, through profound empathy and attentiveness.
The rooster motif is central to both stories, as are references to disrobement, eating
disorders, and parental grief. I compare the treatment procedures adopted by Dr.
Langsam and the Wise Man, whose methods are based on empathy, listening, and
the gradual establishment of social capabilities.

I also engage with the meta-poetic references within both stories (‘the moral
of the story is clear to those who understand’; ‘our simple story’), which invite us
to ponder the role of the story itself as a therapeutic space. Both authors identify
the narrator with the character of the carer and perceive the story itself as a tool of
mental restoration. My conclusion is that Agnon developed the Hasidic story into
a complex examination of society and psyche, whilst maintaining the perception
of literature as a transformative-therapeutic space.

Keywords: 4 Simple Story, Bibliotherapy, Hasidic Story, Literature Comparison,
Madness, Modern Hebrew Literature, Rabbi Nachman, The Rooster Prince, S. Y.
Agnon, Therapy
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Theopolitical Discourse and State Criticism in Alterman’s Poetry
Yochai Oppenheimer

In this article, I examine Nathan Alterman’s poetry during the State of Israel’s
first decade, while focusing on its divided theopolitical dimension. This division
manifests in the two different ways in which he applies theological semantics: on
the one hand, he recruits religious language toward legitimizing the Zionist act
and its governmental achievements (such as the foundation of the State, Aliyah) as
well as its military accomplishments (such as Operation Kadesh). Here, theology
serves the national narrative and its ideological justification well. On the other hand,
Alterman used theological semantics to validate a moral anti-establishment protest.
Theopolitics was utilized to severely criticize the Israeli government’s aggressive
practices, especially in relation to underprivileged populations, such as Arabs and
Mizrahi Jews. This application articulated the ethos of a moral, humanistic, and
universal existence, whilst denouncing the nationalism reflected in state and public
conduct.

I focus on the poems from ‘The Seventh Column’ as an examination of this
divide. After defining the term ‘Theopolitics,” the discussion will continue with a
review of poems that exemplify the pro-state aspect, which provides the national
act with a metaphoric-religious ‘Kosher’ certification. Later, I will examine the
critique of the sovereign state and its treatment of minorities. The culmination of
this division is presented through Alterman's criticism of Soviet totalitarianism
(the Slansky trial) and an analysis of the poems in City of the Dove. These poems
represent a clear anti-governmental use of theological discourse and even dare
to present a diasporic stance that prefers the spiritual value of exile over a life of
sovereignty and territorial belonging.

Keywords: Nathan Alterman, ‘The Seventh Column’, the State, Theopolitics
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