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ABSTRACTS

received with open arms or were they criticized for their behavior and conduct in
the Yishuv, and why was the promise to settle them over a 13-year period accepted
only after many of them had already left the country? Answers to these questions
emerge from the Tel Hai incident of 1920 and the indifference expressed by the
Yishuv community as a whole towards the American Jewish volunteers.

Keywords: Jewish legions, Jewish settlement, Mandate, Tel Hai

The Contribution of Soundscape Study:
British Policy in Palestine, 1939

Galia Hasharoni and Assaf Selzer

This article delves into the Jewish community’s response to British policy in
Palestine during 1939. At the time, the British government explored different
methods to resolve the national conflict in Palestine, including a failed plan to divide
the land. In May of that year, the British government introduced a new policy known
as The White Paper policy, which was met with strong opposition from the Jewish
community, who began preparing for a protest. By analyzing historical newspapers
and archive documents, this article aims to depict the Yishuv’s arrangements for the
demonstrations. In particular, the article focuses on the soundscape of the protests —
which includes voices, noises, and silence — to illustrate their significance and impact.

Keywords: The Jewish Agency, The Jewish National Council, Protest, Revisionists,
Soundscape, White Paper
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ABSTRACTS

Censorship of Arab Cinema in the State of Israel, 1948-1967
Giora Goodman

This article examines government censorship of Arab films in the first two decades
of the State of Israel, through extensive archival use of documents of the Israeli Film
and Theater Censorship Board. The state authorities had wanted to ban altogether
the import of films made in Egypt, where the majority of Arab films were produced,
but this was impossible due to the entertainment needs of the Arab minority in
Israel, and of Jewish immigrants from Arab countries. The article sheds light on the
government’s efforts to restrict as much as possible the showing of Arab films and
censor their content. The censorship’s dual purpose was to prevent Arab films from
awakening the national and political consciousness of the Arabs living in Israel, and
to distance Jewish immigrants from their Arab culture, in order to promote their
assimilation into hegemonic Israeli culture. However, the censorship’s attempts at
political control over Arabs and cultural control over Jews was doomed to failure
due to the emergence of a new means of communication and entertainment in
the Middle East — television. This ended the cinema theaters’ monopoly over the
consumption of Arab films, and thus the Film and Theater Censorship Board’s
ability to censor them.

Keywords: Arab films, Arab minority in Israel, Censorship, Cinema, Israeli
television, Jews from Arab countries

Volunteers of the 39th Jewish Legion Encounter
the Jews of Palestine during the Mandate

Gur Alroey

The article focuses on relations between the American volunteers of the 39th
Battalion and the Jewish community of the Yishuv, one of the earliest encounters
between the two groups following the Jewish migrations of the late 19th and early
20th centuries. Two questions regarding the nature of this encounter are addressed
here: 1. What was the attitude of the Jewish community to the Jewish Legions in
general and to the American battalion in particular? 2. Were the American soldiers

Vil
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The Plan to Redesign the Western Wall Plaza and the Jewish
Attitude toward the Temple Mount Following the Six Day War

Shmuel Bahat

This article deals with the effect of Jewish attitudes toward the Temple Mount
and the Holy Temple on the design of the Western Wall Plaza after the Six Day
War, and the public debate that surrounded it. Several studies have delved into the
attitude of the Jewish public toward the Temple Mount. Safdie’s plan to design the
Western Wall Plaza was also the topic of some studies, if only in part. This article
shows a tight link between the two matters, and that — alongside other previously
researched factors — this attitude and future aspirations to build the Holy Temple
there were a significant focal point to the interpretation of this plan, and especially
in the resistance to it expressed by some parts of the Jewish public in the State
of Israel. Some of the plan's supporters, and especially many of its detractors,
claimed that it empowers the Western Wall for its own sake and seeks to shape
it as a historic-national site. The detractors, especially those of both Zionist and
non-Zionist religious communities, maintained that it simultaneously pushes the
Temple Mount from Jewish consciousness and abolishes the Wall's meaning as a
site that memorializes the fallen Temple, the Shekhinah that rests there now, and
especially the anticipation of its reconstruction.

This understanding, that relies on many previously undiscussed primary sources,
contributes to the two subjects at hand: it shows that although the practical standing
ofthe Temple Mount was not central to the Jewish public during those years, and that
very few attempted to practice Jewish rituals there, it was ideologically significant,
especially among the religious populace, albeit not just there — a significance that
bore a practical influence over its layout. This understanding also completes the
scholarly discussion on the Plan to design the Western Wall Plaza.

Keywords: Holy Temple, messianism, Safdie’s plan, Temple Mount, secularization,
Western Wall, Zionism
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The Community Building of Kiryat Baba Sali in Netivot

Yitzhak Dahan

Studies that have focused on the expanding phenomenon of the popular veneration
of holy leaders in Israel in the late 20 and early 21% centuries, have indicated the
various factors at its core: the unique ethnic tradition of believers, the underlying
historical-political currents, and class struggles for dominance-hegemony at an
international level. In this study, which centers on a distinct and popular site — Kiryat
Baba Sali in Netivot — I will turn the spotlight on additional influence factors:
1. Urban political culture; 2. Spontaneous, bottom-up development of heritage
communities; 3. Initiatives by higher-ups in the government and business world.

Results show that all actors in the abovementioned categories (most of whom
born and grew up in a specific area in Morocco) share separate spatial cells and yet
all work in synergy and orbit the same shared circle — the legacy of the Abuhatzeira
family. Unlike the central theme of the studies that were held at that time, which
attributed the veneration of holy leaders with underprivileged believers, in this case,
the actors come from the top of the political, civil, and business worlds, whether
national or local. Moreover, in contrast to traditional explanations that emphasized
the power relations, status, ethnicity, and geographic and political marginality as
the foundations of this phenomenon, this study will expose (through a biographic-
interpretive examination) a different, more ‘human’, source of influence: values,
collective memory, identity, sentiments, childhood experiences, reflexivity,
tradition, family. The human factor caused internal combustion and brought about
a mobilization that is very much voluntary-authentic, toward the renewal and
restoration of the heritage.

Keywords: center-periphery relations, community, culture, heritage, human agent,
spatial constitution, veneration, urban politics
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between religiosity and secularism, those who advocate for post-secularism in
Israel’s academic discourse claim that the ‘post-secular’ exposes the impossibility
of a Jewish secularism and, in other words, that Jewish secularism hides its own
religiosity from itself. In the article, I will critically examine the context of the rise
of'the post-secular theoretical framework in the Social Sciences, and its use in Israeli
academic discourse — and especially the criticism that it (and neighboring stances)
raises regarding the probability of a Jewish secularism. I will maintain that Jewish
secularism does not exist merely as a fact based on a kind of false consciousness
and suggest a primary outline for the phenomenology of this identity.

Keywords: Jewish secularism, post-secularism, religious-secular dichotomy,
secularization thesis

Masculinity and Marginality in the Experience
of ‘Modern’ Haredi Students with Haredi Society
and the Academic Environment

Tali Farkash

In this article, I examine the assimilation processes of young Lithuanian men of
‘modern Haredi’ society among the Israeli society of the majority incorporate a
unique configuration of ‘marginal masculinity’ that involves a ‘double marginality’.
The article focuses on 20 qualitative interviews with Lithuanian youths who chose
to exchange Torah study at the Kollel for Academic studies. The findings show that
these young men’s experience of exclusion and gender-related marginalization is
twofold, as it takes place both within the Haredi society from which they came and
in their academic surroundings. In the article, I maintain that these young men,
who lose their hegemonic status as Torah learners, are then reframed as part of a
marginal masculinity both in Haredi society as well as within Israel’s society of the
majority. This repositioning as a marginal masculinity in opposition to two different
social groups that the article points to led to implications over the success of the
assimilation processes of Haredi men into the social majority in Israel.

Keywords: academy, Haredi society, marginality, masculinity, youth
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In practice, however, this was not enough to uproot the phenomenon entirely: since
the Israeli police’s very first years, members of the Knesset, government and media
have voiced their complaints about an unlawful use of force by police officers.

Although it is difficult to gauge the true scope of the problem, the state had
worked to fight it due to both its practical and symbolic severity. This study will
focus on the measures taken by the police, Knesset and government — sometimes
with the influence of public and media discussions and sometimes without it — to
eradicate it, on three levels: educational — through training courses for new police
officers that included laws, regulations and content defining proper use of force;
legal — which involved disciplinary and criminal action against policemen who
used unlawful force; and structural — which comprised of inquiry committees that
examined the use of force by the police and its officers systemically.

The failure of these efforts is often explained on a universal level using Brodeur’s
stance, that the use of force is tantamount to fighting fire with fire: fighting an
inherently wrong action by employing an equally wrong means of doing so. Our
research will focus on the limited success of these efforts using a local analysis
that focuses on Israeli police and society during the state’s first decade: on the
micro level, we will examine the characteristics of police officers, while the macro
level will follow the broad political and social contexts of that time, which led to a
reproduction of mandatory-military practices even within a police force that raised
the banner of civic policing.

Keywords: Bechor Sheetrit, criminal law, disciplinary law, police, violence,
Yehezkel Sahar

Are Secular Jews Religious? A Critical Look
at ‘Post-secularism’ in Israeli Discourse

Dror Yinon

Over the past two decades, the Social Sciences have seen the rise of a new theoretical
framework in the discourse surrounding religion and secularization, which centers
around the term ‘Post-secular’. This theoretical framework became dominant in
Israel's academic discourse through its utilization in the critical examination of the
popular classifications in Israel for religiosity and secularism, and in a rejection of the
dichotomy between these terms. Regarding the element of rejecting the dichotomy
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and pride; bitterness and elation; all woven together to reflect people’s natural —and
occasionally touching — reactions.

Most surviving documents of that time, such as official letters, journals, telegrams,
and personal memoires, can be found at the Massuah Archive, the IDF and Defense
Establishment Archives, and the Kibbutz Archive, and these have been the basis
of my study. This archival material, as well as the nature of the connections that
kibbutz members had with each other and themselves, shed light on the relations
they formed with the enforcements, the regional brigade (Givati), and the political-
security establishment. These relations deeply affected the spirit of Nitzanim
residents during the siege and played a big part in determining the results of the
battle over the position.

Over the years, many profound discussions were held over the 1948 battle of
Nitzanim. Thus far, this dispute over the reasons for the fall of Nitzanim and who
was to blame for it, has left out a description of the ‘simple people’s’ daily lives in
the kibbutz. In this article, I aim to mend this. According to my findings, ordinary
life (during this emergency) was highly influential and affected the endurance
of soldiers there. For example, we can find descriptions of shows of leadership
and solidarity alongside disciplinary infractions and despair. This polarity would
eventually be conducive to the downfall of Kibbutz Nitzanim, which was captured
on June 7™, 1948.

Keywords: Egyptian army, Givati Brigade, HaOved HaTzioni, Nitzanim, Southern
Judean foothills, 1948 Arab-Israeli War

The Establishment’s Fight against Wrongful Use of Force
by Israeli Police Officers during the State’s First Decade

Oded Ron and Nomi Levenkron

The use of unlawful force by British Mandate police was embedded into the Jewish
consciousness as a symbol for the entire regime’s inherent faults. In contrast, the
desired image of the Israeli police force was shaped as the complete opposite: A
police force whose actions are justified, enacts law and order, and applies force with
restraint. Thus, as opposed to the Mandate’s model of colonial policing founded on
oppressive military components, the Israeli police, upon its inception, espoused — in
theory, at least — the metropolitan model, based on the public’s consent to its actions.
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Between Realism and Idealism: Trends and Developments
in the Study of Israel-US Relations

David Tal

Scholars of the Israel-US relationship generally agree that these are special relations.
Disagreements surround the question of when this relationship became special and
what made it so. The debate took place between realists and idealists. Either way,
the proponents of either school of thought approached the subject from the point
of view of the state, studying the relationship between the two countries from a
state-to-state perspective. With time, the trend had changed. Scholars endorsed a
wider range of approaches and attitudes to the study of the relationship between
the two countries. It was no longer only what ‘one clerk wrote to another clerk.’
Methods from various disciplines were applied to expand the scope of the study of
the relationship, providing deeper and more nuanced explanations for the nature
and meaning of the relationship between Israel and the United States.

Keywords: diplomatic history, foreign relationship, Israel, special US-Israel
relationship, United States

Kibbutz Nitzanim in the 1948 Arab-Israeli War:
The Human Aspect

Amit Hacham

In this study, I examine new aspects regarding the state of Kibbutz Nitzanim
during the First Arab-Israeli War. Based on a microhistory approach of bottom-
up and inside-out research, this article sheds light on the day-to-day reality in the
Kibbutz, which included enthusiastic work and anxiety; feelings of discrimination
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